Pope Francis
General Auidience 01/11/23

Dear brothers and sisters:

Today we begin a new cy-

cle of catechesis, dedicated '

to an urgent and decisive

theme for Christian life: the passion for
evangelisation, that is, apostolic zeal. It
is a vital dimension for the Church: the
community of Jesus' disciples is in fact
born apostolic, The community of the
disciples of Jesus is born apostolic and
missionary. The Holy Spirit moulds it
outwardly — the Church moves out, that
goes out — so that it is not closed in on
itself, but turned outward, a contagious
witness of Jesus — the faith is also con-
tagious — reaching out to radiate His
light to the ends of the earth. Without
apostolic zeal, faith withers. Mission, on
the other hand, is the oxygen of Chris-
tian life: it invigorates and purifies it. Let
us embark, then, on a process of redis-
covering the evangelising passion,
starting with the Scriptures and the
Church's teaching, to draw apostolic zeal
from its sources. Then we will approach
some living sources, some witnesses
who have rekindled within the Church
the passion for the Gospel, so that they
may help us to rekindle the fire that the
Holy Spirit wants to keep burning within
us.

And today | would like to begin with a
somewhat emblematic Gospel episode;
we [just] heard it, the call of the Apostle
Matthew. And he himself tells the story
in his Gospel, which we have heard (cf.
9:9-13). It all begins with Jesus, who, the
text says, “sees a man.” Few people saw

Matthew as he was: they knew him as
the one who was “sitting at the tax
booth” (v. 9). He was, in fact, a tax col-
lector: that is, someone who collected
taxes on behalf of the Roman empire
that occupied Palestine. In other words,
he was a collaborator, a traitor to the
people. We can imagine the contempt
the people felt for him: he was a
“publican,” as they were called. But in
the eyes of Jesus, Matthew is a man,
with both his miseries and his great-
ness. Be aware of this: Jesus does not
stop at the adjective — Jesus always
seeks out the noun. “This person is a sin-
ner, he’s that kind of person...” these are
adjectives: Jesus goes to the person, to
the heart, “This is a person, this is a
man, this is a woman.” Jesus draws
near to Him, because every man is
loved by God. This is followed - second
step - by a movement. First the gaze: Je-
sus sees. Second, movement. Matthew
was sitting at the tax office; Jesus said to
him: “Follow me.” And “ he rose and
followed Him” (v. 9). We note that the
text emphasises that “he rose.” Why is
this detail so important? Because in
those days he who was seated had au-
thority over the others, who stood be-
fore him to listen to him or, as in that
case, to pay tribute. Here is the mes-
sage for us: we do not have to wait until
we are perfect and have come a long
way following Jesus to bear witness to
Him, no. Our proclamation begins today,
there where we live. And it does not
begin by trying to convince others, no,
not to convince: by bearing every day to
the beauty of the Love that has looked
upon us and lifted us up.
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Readings

-Saturday, January 14, Sunday Vigil
5:00 PM Noemi Morales
Sanacion spiritual de la familia Gonzalez Sunday 01{15/2,3
- - - 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday, January 15, Second Sunday in Ordinary Time Is 49 3.5-6
8:00 AM All Parishioners 1Co1,1-3
11:00 AM Miguel Moya Vidal Francisco In1,29-34
Elba Zalvala  Aneudi Vidal Francisco Monday 01/16
Maria Narvaez rarmer Abraham Heb 5:1-10
SofiaRamos  paria Reyes Mk 2:18-22
Monday, January 16, Tuesday 01/17
6:00 PM Por todas las benditas almas del purgatorio St. Anthony, Abbott
Tuesdav. ] 1 Heb 6:10-20
uesday, anuar.y 7, . N Mk 2:23-28
6:00 PM Sanacion espiritual de la familia Gonzalez Wednesday 01/18
Wednesday, January 18, Heb 7:1-3,15-17
6:00 PM For the physical health of Marylin Melgar Mk 3:1-6
Thursday, January 19, Lh ltl)r;d;SV SOé/ 19
' . . - eb 7:25-8:
9.0(.) AM Sanacion espiritual de la familia Gonzalez Mk 3:7-12
Friday, Januar'y 20, N N Frida 01!20
6:00 PM Sanacion espiritual de la familia Gonzalez Heb 8:6-13
Saturday, January 21, Sunday Vigil || Mk 3:13-19
5:00PM Sanacion espiritual de la familia Gonzalez Sunday 01/22
Sunday, January 22, Third Sunday in Ordinary Time itgzgl_‘;gay in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM All Parishioners (Fiesta de la Alta Gracia) 1Cé)r 1:1'0_13’17
11:00 AM  Miguel Moya Mt 4:12-23

Christopher Diaz
Celedonia Cruz
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# Actualizacion del registro parroquial

Este domingo continuamos con la hoja de registro parroquial;
es importante que todas las familias o persona individual la

llenen.
Si usted se ha REGISTRADO ANTES,
y tenia un NUMERO DE SOBRE asignado, por favor anote

Papa Francisco
Audiencia General 01/11 /23

Queridos hermanos y hermanas:

Empezamos hoy un nuevo ciclo de
catequesis, dedicado a un tema
urgente y decisivo para la vida cristia-
na: la pasion por la evangelizacion, es
decir, el celo apostdlico. Se trata de
una dimensién vital para la Iglesia, la
comunidad de los discipulos de Jesus
nace apostolica y misionera. El Espiritu
Santo la plasma en salida —la Iglesia
en salida, que sale, para que no se re-
pliegue en si misma, sino que sea ex-
trovertida, testimonio contagioso de
Jesus —también la fe se contagia

Y hoy quisiera empezar por un epi-
sodio evangélico de alguna manera em-
blematico, lo hemos escuchado: Ila
llamada del apdstol Mateo, y él mismo
lo cuenta en su Evangelio, en el pasaje
que hemos escuchado (9,9-13). Todo
empieza por Jesus, el cual “ve” —dice
el texto— «un hombre». Pocos veian a
Mateo tal y como era: lo conocian co-
mo aquel que estaba «sentado en el
despacho de impuestos» (v. 9). De
hecho, era un recaudador de im-
puestos: es decir, uno que recaudaba
tributos de parte del imperio romano
que ocupaba Palestina. En otras
palabras, era un colaboracionista, un
traidor del pueblo. Podemos imaginar
el desprecio que la gente sentia por él:
era un “publicano”, asi se llamaba.
Pero, a los ojos de Jesus, Mateo es un
hombre, con sus miserias y su gran-
deza. Estad atentos a esto: Jesus no se
detiene en los adjetivos, Jesus busca
siempre el sustantivo. “Este es un
pecador, este es un tal para cual...”
son adjetivos: Jesus va a la persona, al

corazon, esta JeslUs se acerca a él,
porque todo hombre es amado por
Dios; “éTambién este desgraciado?”. Si,
también este desgraciado, es mas, El ha
venido por este desgraciado, lo dice el
Evangelio: “Yo he venido por los
pecadores, no por los justos”. El mira
siempre a cada uno con misericordia,
es mas, con predileccion. Y los cris-
tianos estan llamados a hacer como
Cristo, mirando como El especialmen-
te a los llamados “alejados”. De hecho,
el pasaje de la llamada de Mateo se
concluye con Jesus que dice: «No he
venido a llamar a justos, sino a
pecadores» (v. 13). Y si cada uno de
nosotros se siente justo, Jesus esta
lejos, El se acerca a nuestros limites y a
nuestras miserias, para sanarnos.

En primer lugar, Jesus va a su casa; ahi
Mateo le prepara «un gran banquete»,
en el que «habia un gran ndmero de
publicanos» (Lc 5,29) es decir, gente
como él. Mateo vuelve a su ambiente,
pero vuelve cambiado y con Jesus. Su
celo apostdlico no empieza en un lugar
nuevo, puro, un lugar ideal, lejano, si-
no ahi, empieza donde vive, con la
gente que conoce. Este es el mensaje
para nosotros: no debemos esperar ser
perfectos y tener hecho un largo
camino detras de Jesus para testimo-
niarlo; nuestro anuncio empieza hoy,
ahi donde vivimos. Nosotros somos los
gue anuncian al Seior, no nos anunci-
amos a nosotros mismos, ni anunci-
amos un partido politico, una ideologia,
no: anunciamos a Jesus. Es necesario
poner en contacto a Jesus con la gen-
te, sin convencerles, sino dejar que el
Sefhor convenza.




